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A Selected Bibliography for Conflict 
and Economic Inequality

Economic inequality is of interest not only to economists, but also to other
social scientists, and especially peace researches. The literature on correlation
between conflicts and economic inequality is very diverse as well between
inequality and particular type of violent conflict (inter state war, revolution,
coup, etc.). This bibliography provides overview of the most important
references (books, edited volumes, contributions to edited volumes, journal
articles and online resources) related to this topic, and represents possible
starting point for all researchers who are interested in this issue.

Books and Edited Volumes

• Azar Edward, The management of protracted social conflict: Theory and
cases, Dartmouth Pub Co., Boston, 1990.

• Burton, John, Conflict: Resolution and provention, St. Martin's Press, New
York, 1990.

• Collier Paul, The bottom billion: Why the poorest countries are falling and
what can be done about it, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2007.

• Collier Paul and Sambanis Nicholas (eds), Understanding civil war, The
World Bank, Washington DC, 2005,

• Cornia Giovanni (ed.), Inequality growth and poverty in an era of
liberalization and globalization, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2004.

• Galtung Јohan, Peace by peaceful means: Peace and conflict, development
and civilization, PRIO, Oslo, 1996.

• Geller Daniel and Singer David, Nations at war. A scientific study of
international conflict, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1998,
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• Gurr Ted, Why men rebel, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1970.

• Hewitt Joseph, Wilkenfeld Jonathan. and Gurr Ted (eds), Peace and conflict
2010, Paradigm, Boulder, 2010.

• Kaldor Mary and Vashee Basker (eds), New wars: organized violence in a
global era, 2nd ed., Polity, Cambridge, 1997.

• Milanovic Branko, World apart: Measuring international and global
inequality, Princeton University Press, New Jersey, 2007.

• Murshed Syed, Explaining civil war. A rational choice approach, Edward
Elgar, Cheltenham, 2010.

• Ramsbotham Oliver, Woodhouse Tom and Miall Hugh, Contemporary
conflict resolution, 3rd ed., Polity Press, Cambridge, 2011.

• Rivero Oswaldo de, The myth of development: Non-viable economies and the
crisis of civilization, Zed Books, London, 2010.  

• Runciman Walter, Relative deprivation and social justice: A study of attitudes
to social inequality in twentieth century England, Penguin Books, London,
1972.

• Sen Amartya. and Foster James, On economic inequality after a quarter
century, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1997.

• Singer David and Small Melvin, The wages of war 1816–1965: A statistical
handbook, Wiley, New York, 1972.

• Small Melvin and Singer David, Resort to arms: International and civil wars,
1816–1980, Sage, Beverly Hills, 1982.

• Stewart Frencis and Fitzgerald Valpy (eds), War and underdevelopment,
Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2001.

• Tilly Charles, From  mobilization  to  revolution, Addison-Wesley, London,
1978.

• Wallensteen Peter, Understanding conflict resolution. War, peace and the
global system, Sage Publications, London, 2002.

Contributions to Edited Volumes

• Eckstein Harry, ”On the causes of internal war”, in: Eric Nordlinger (ed.),
Politics and society, Prentice Hall, Engllewood Cliffs, 1970, pp. 287–309.

• Østby Gudrun, “Inequalities, the political environment and civil conflict:
Evidence from 55 developing countries”, in: Francis Stewart, (ed.), Horizontal
inequalities and conflict. Understanding group violence in multiethnic
societies, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2008, pp. 136–163.
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• Pogge Thomas, “Why inequality matters”, in: David Held and Ayse Kaya,
(eds), Global inequality. Patterns and explanations, Polity Press, Cambridge,
2007, pp. 132–148.

• Stewart Francis, “Horizontal inequalities and conflict: An introduction and
some hypotheses”, in: Francis Stewart (ed.), Horizontal inequalities and
conflict. Understanding group violence in multiethnic societies, Palgrave
Macmillan, London, 2008, pp. 3–25.

• Stewart Francis and Langer Arnim, “Horizontal inequalities: Explaining
persistence and change”, in: Francis Stewart (ed.), Horizontal inequalities and
conflict. Understanding group violence in multiethnic societies, Palgrave
Macmillan, London, 2008, pp. 54–85.

• Stewart Francis, Brown Graham and Langer Arnim, “Policies towards
horizontal inequalities”, in: Francis Stewart (ed.), Horizontal inequalities and
conflict. Understanding group violence in multiethnic societies, Palgrave
Macmillan, London, 2008, pp. 301–326.

Journal Articles

• Alesina Alberto and Perotti Roberto, “Income distribution, political instability,
and investment”, European Economic Review, no. 40, 1996, pp. 1203–1228.

• Auvinen Juha and Nafziger Wayne, “The sources of humanitarian
emergencies”, Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol.43, no. 2, pp. 267–290.

• Besançon Marie, “Relative resources: Inequality in ethnic wars, revolutions,
and genocides”, Journal of Peace Research, vol. 42, no. 4, pp. 393–415.

• Cornia Giovanni, “Changes in the distribution of income over the last two
decades: extent, sources and possible causes”, Rivista italiana degli
economisti, no. 3, 2004, pp. 349–388.

• Cramer Christopher, “Does inequality cause conflicts?” Journal of
International Development, no. 15, 2003, pp. 397–412.

• Fajnzylber Pablo, Lederman Daniel and Loayza Norman, “Inequality and
violent crime”, The Journal of Law and Economics, vol. 45, no. 1, pp. 1–40.

• Galtung Johan, “A structural theory of imperialism”, Journal of Peace
Research, vol 13, no. 2, pp. 81–94.

• Gurr Ted, “Psychological factors in civil violence”, World Politics, vol. 20, no.
2, pp. 245–278.

• Hegre Havard and Sandler Todd, “Economic analysis of civil wars”, Defence
and Peace Economics vol. 13, no. 6, pp. 429–433.

106 The Review of International Affairs



• Lichbach Mark, “An evaluation of "Does economic inequality breed political
conflict?" Studies”, World Politics, vol 41, no. 4, pp. 431–470.

• MacCulloch Robert, “Income inequality and the taste for revolution”, Journal
of Law and Economics, vol. 48, no. 1, pp. 93–123.

• Merton Robert, “Social structure and anomie”, American Sociological Review,
no. 3, 1938, pp. 672–682.

• Midlarsky Manus, “Rulers and the ruled: Patterned inequality and the onset of
mass political violence”, The American Political Science Review, vol. 82, no.
2, pp. 491–509.

• Muller Edward., “Income inequality, regime repressiveness, and political
violence”, American Sociological Review, vol. 50, no. 1, pp. 47–61.

• Muller Edward and Seligson Mitchell, “Inequality and insurgency”, The
American Political Science Review, vol. 81, no. 2, pp. 425–452.

• Muller Edward, “Democracy, economic development, and income
inequality”, The American Sociological Review, vol. 53, no. 1, pp. 50–68.

• Muller Edward, “Economic determinants of democracy”, American
Sociological Review, vol. 60, no. 6, pp. 966–982.

• Nafziger Wayne and Auvinen Juha, “Economic development, inequality, war,
and state violence”, World Development, vol. 30, no. 2, pp. 153–163.

• Raleigh Clionadh, Linke Andrew, Hegre Havard and Karlsen Joakim,
“Introducing ACLED: An armed conflict location and event dataset”, Journal
of Peace Research, vol. 47, no. 5, pp. 651–660.

• Stewart Francis, “Crisis prevention: Tackling horizontal inequalities”, Oxford
Development Studies, vol. 28, no. 3, pp. 245–262.

• Thorbecke Erik and Charumilind Chutatong, “Economic inequality and its
socioeconomic impact”, World Development, vol. 30, no. 9, pp. 1477–1495.

• Wang, T.Y., Dixon William, Muller Edward and Seligson Mitchell, “Inequality
and political violence revisited”, The American Political Science Review, vol.
87, no. 4, pp. 977–994.

• Weede Erich, “Some new evidence on correlates of political violence: Income
inequality, regime repressiveness, and economic development”, European
Sociological Review, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 97–108.

Working Papers

• Collier Paul and Hoeffler Anke, Greed and grievance in civil war, World bank
policy research working paper no. 2355, Washington DC, 2000, Avaible from
SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=630727
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• Dutta Indranil and Mishra Ajit, Does inequality lead to conflict?, UNU-
WIDER Research Paper no. 34, Helsinki, 2005.

• Nafziger Wayne and Auvinen Juha, War, hunger and displacement: An
econometric investigation into the sources of humanitarian emergencies,
UNU-WIDER Working Paper no. 142, Helsinki, 1997.

• Østby Gudrun, Do horizontal inequalities matter for civil conflict?, Centre for
the Study of Civil War (CSCW) International Peace Research Institute, Oslo,
2004, Avaible from SSRN: http:// www.polarizationandconflict.org/
bcn04/7Østby_Horiz.pdf

• Stewart Francis, Horizontal inequalities: A neglected dimension of
development, QEH Working Paper Series no. 81, Oxford, 2002.

Online Resources

• Global Conflict Trends
• Avaible from SSRN http://www.systemicpeace.org/conflict.htm
• Global Peace Index
• Avaible from http://www.visionofhumanity.org/gpi-data/
• The Failed State Index
• Avaible from SSRN http://www.fundforpeace.org/global/?q=fsi-about
• The Political Instability Task Force (PITF)
• Avaible from SSRN http://globalpolicy.gmu.edu/pitf/
• UNU-WIDER (World Income Inequality Database)
• Avaible from SSRN http://62.237.131.23/wiid/wiid-documentation1.php
• Uppsala Conflict Data Program 
• Avaible from SSRN http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/program_overview/
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